Chapter Nine
THE CAM AXD EMPLOYMENT OF THE
TUBERCULOUS PATIENT
THE role of tuberculosis as a cause of unemployment and
consequent poverty has long been recognized, and the practical
measures to be adopted to provide some solution of the economic
problem resulting from the disease are now receiving increasing
attention. The wage earner uho is attacked by tuberculosis, has
sooner or later to cease work either through physical disability or
for the reason that he is called upon to undergo a term of treatment
in a sanatorium or hospital In the case of an unskilled worker
or casual labourer the vacancy is usually immediately filled up.
If the patient is a skilled worker his place may or may not be
retained for him according to the prospects of recovery and the
attitude of the employer. Moreover, if the occupation which has
been followed be one which is regarded as likely to predispose to
the disease or requires the exvpatient to come into close contact
with young susceptibles, even when apparently restored to health
and working capacity, a return to the previous employment is not
desirable. In this connexion the problem of the tuberculous
mother is one which calls for special consideration.
Tuberculosis represents a financial loss to the nation of many
millions of pounds. It is a frequent cause of disability and
death at the most active stage in life, when the capacity for
work and earning wages stands at its highest level and when
the family of the stricken wage earner is entirely dependent
upon his working capacity for the necessities of life. Tuberculosis
is a great cause of poverty, and as poverty is a recognized pre/
disposing cause of tuberculosis we have constituted a vicious
circle which it is essential should be broken. The position
has been clearly defined by Sir Pendrill Varrier/Jones, who
states: Illness leads to unemployment, unemployment to short
commons, short commons to malnutrition, malnutrition to
lowered resistance, and lowered resistance to the contraction
of the disease/
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